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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ullman et al (US 
6,018,768) in view of Wharton et al (US 5,831 ,664). 

Regarding Claims 1 , 26 and 51-53, Ullman discloses a system (FIG. 2) with 
corresponding method for asynchronously accessing supplementary media content based on 
broadcast media content received from a broadcast signal for use with a device (element 16; Col 
5 lines 39-45), comprising: 

an input for receiving trigger information extracted from the broadcast media content (Col 
5 lines 5-10; time stamp is a trigger information); 

storing said supplementary media content from a disparate source of media content in a 
supplementary database (FIG. 3, element 54; Col 3 lines 44-61 ; URL from internet is a disparate 
source; adding to a list is storing); 

parsing and translating said stored supplementary media content into a format (Col 7 
lines 45-52; parse and translates into Java format); and 

accessing the supplementary media content based on the trigger information (Col 5 lines 
5-10), wherein said accessing occurs asynchronously, without simultaneous connection to a 
source of the broadcast signal and the disparate source of media content during said accessing 
(Col 5 lines 11-12; Col 8 lines 33-36; user can selects from a list when to access a web page and 
suggests accessing occurs asynchronously without simultaneous connection to a source of the 
broadcast signal and the disparate source of media content). 
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Ullman discloses a PC device (160) but not specifically about using a handheld device. 

In an analogous art, Wharton discloses the use of a personal digital assistant connected 
to a terminal for receiving supplemental information (Col 3 lines 24-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Ullman's system to include a handheld device, as taught by Wharton to provide 
additional information to a user thereby increasing user interactivity. 

Regarding Claims 2, 3, 4, 6, 27, 28, 29, and 31, Ullman discloses trigger information 
embedded in the VBI and extracting that information (Col3 lines 27-43), wherein the broadcast 
media content is received from the broadcast signal (figs. 1, 2). 

Regarding Claims 5 and 30, Ullman is silent on communicating trigger information from 
the broadcasted signal to the handheld device. 

Communicating trigger information to the handheld device is well known in the art. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ullman's system to communicate trigger information to a handheld 
device in order to permit the handheld device to respond to the trigger and present additional 
information to the user. 

Regarding Claims 7 and 32, Ullman is silent on employing a communication capability of 
the handheld device to deliver the supplemental information to the consumer. 

Wharton teaches displaying supplemental information to the consumer in order to 
navigate through the information. 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ a communication capability of the handheld device to deliver 
supplemental information to the consumer as taught by Wharton in order to efficiently display 
additional and desirable information to the consumer. 
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Regarding Claims 8 and 33, Ullman is siient on obtaining media content prior to the 
delivery of the broadcast. Delivering data prior to use is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to obtain the content prior to the delivery of the broadcast in order to reduce 
the display latency of the information. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 34, Ullman is silent on memory in the handheld device, Wharton 
teaches a PDA, which inherently has memory. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use memory in the handheld device as taught by Wharton in order to store 
information usable for browsing. 

Regarding Claims 10, 11, 35, and 36, Ullman teaches receiving information from a 
disparate source, such as the Internet (fig.2). 

Regarding Claims 12, 13, 14, 37, 38, and 39, Ullman teaches a URL in a video signal, 
which identifies the supplemental broadcast and media content. 

Regarding claims 15, 16, 40, and 41, Ullman teaches labels with reads on descriptive text 
and is inherently binary information (col. 6, 11.45-49). 

Regarding Claims 17-19 and 42-44, Ullman is silent on an image, media, or software as 
the binary information. 

Transmitting image, media, and software as the binary information is well known in the 

art. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to transmit image, media, and software as the binary information in order to 
diversify the system and enhance the user interactivity. 

Regarding Claims 20 and 45, Ullman teaches java but is silent the supplemental 
information as HTML. HTML is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to display supplemental information using HTML in order to provide a 
standard for displaying information thereby providing a common interface across platforms. 

Regarding Claims 21-23 and 46-48, Ullman teaches a link to information (Col 6, lines 45- 
49), but is silent on compressed and uncompressed information. 

Using compressed and uncompressed data is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use uncompressed and compressed data in order to process information 
efficiently. 

Regarding Claims 24, 25, 49, and 50, Ullman is silent on ongoing activities and user- 
defined categories. 

Use of profile and demographic information is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use profile and demographic information in order to further identify useful 
information to the user. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to FRED PENG whose telephone number is (571)270-1147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 09:00-18:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571 ) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Fred Peng Vivek Srivastava 

Patent Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner 

/Vivek Srivastava/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



